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How Race and Social 
Inequalities Influence Healthy 
People's Paid Participation in 
FDA-Required Clinical Trials 
5:00pm - 6:00pm EST 

This event is part of the 
2021-2022 Lecture Series 
on Race and Regulation, 
organized by the Penn 
Program on 



Professor Jill A. Fisher 

Contact Info: 

Anna Gavin 

regulation@law.upenn.edu 
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Law Office of Equity and 
Inclusion. Professor Jill 
Fisher, of the Center for 
Bioethics at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, is the speaker. 

This lecture will be held 
over Zoom and is free 
and open to the public. 
We welcome anyone 
with an interest in 
learning more about 
race and regulation, 
including students from 
across Penn or at other 
colleges and 
universities. Please feel 
free to share word of 
this event with others 
who may be interested. 

Watch the recording of the 
webinar here. 

Professor Fisher's research explores 

how social inequities are produced or 

exploited by commercialized 

medicine in the United States, with a 

primary focus on how clinical trials 

are conducted. 

Phase I clinical trials are required by 
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confined-and often literally locked in-to residential research facilities for 

some portion of the clinical trial and enroll healthy people as paid research 

participants. Drawing on ethnographic research at 6 clinics across the US, 

this talk illustrates how healthy volunteers' decisions to take part in such 

studies are often influenced by larger social contexts of economic insecurity 

and racial discrimination that make clinical trial participation an attractive 

financial opportunity. Indeed, Phase I clinical trials include an 

overrepresentation of racial and ethnic minorities who often enroll serially 

in these studies to stay financially afloat or try to get ahead. 

Click here to view all upcoming Penn Program on Regulation events. 
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